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Brunichildis was at Paris when the news arrived of the ragedy of Vitry.    Her position now was one of extreme peril, ler husband was dead, the Austrasian army was without a eader, and she herself was in the power of her bitterest enemy. 3ne cause  of anxiety was removed, however, when a loyal lustrasian noble, named Gundobald, secretly carried off the ittle   Childebert,   and had him   proclaimed   king at Metz. Brunichildis herself, unable to escape, was seized by Chilperic, lespoiled of all her treasures, and sent into banishment at Rouen.     But   the  beautiful young   widow had not  resided ihere long before  Merovech, son of King Chilperic, visited ;he place, and fell a victim to her fascination.    Without much lifficulty he persuaded   her to  marry him,  and both  then led for refuge to the Church of St. Martin at Tours.   Even Ohilperic, who dared most things, shrank from violating the most revered sanctuary in the whole  of Gaul.   After some negotiation, however, he persuaded the pair to leave it, promising on oath that he would not attempt to separate them, :c if such was the will of God."    He received them graciously, kissed them, and invited them to a banquet; but a few days afterwards he invented a pretext for carrying off Merovech to Soissons.    Here, a rebellion arising, the young prince was again   arrested,  shorn of his long locks,  and shut up in a monastery.    The end of his story may be told in a few words. By some means he effected his escape from his prison, and fled again to the sanctuary of Tours, whence he proceeded to Austrasia and joined Brunichildis.    The queen, however, who apparently had married him less for love than to provide for her own safety, finding her husband no longer of any use, received him coldly, and the great " leudes " of Austrasia were openly hostile.    Merovech, therefore, became once more a fugitive.   In the neighbourhood of Eheims he was treacherously taken prisoner, and his captors sent word to Chilperic  to came and fetch his son.    Then the prince, knowing his father's cruel and implacable disposition, and fearing lest he should be put to torture, said to his servant Gailen, " You and I have hitherto had but one mind and one purpose.   I pray you let me not be delivered into the hand of my enemies, but take the sword and fall upon me."    So the squire killed him.    But there were some who said that Fredegundis had him secretly murdered
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